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t the heart of BFL are people. Young people! Over 75% of
sustainable and serve as ministry and launching bases, while
the population in Africa is under the age of 25, making it the
providing needed services, creating much-needed employment
world’s youngest continent. These youth offer sustainability for
in a country where unemployment is said to be at more than
the future of Africa, but, long for an opportunity to thrive. They
60 percent and simultaneously generating revenue to meet
need family, healthcare, education, jobs, and experiences that
community and ministry needs.
open their minds. Most of all they need to encounter Jesus Christ
I will like to use this newsletter to appeal to all our friends and
and the hope only He can give.
supporters to prayerfully consider if and how God may have you
Finding sustainable solutions to Africa’s woes has been
involved in one or both of these projects and move it towards
the core of BFL’s vision. Addressing poverty (spiritual
sustainability. Our prayer is for a school bus by the end of
Our
and physical) and its ramifications and helping
the month. A used one will cost us about $15,000 and
prayer is
the majority of those who continue to suffer the
an additional $20,000 to invest in the farm towards a
for a school bus
consequences of Africa’s economic failures have
poultry house and 2,500 layers (to produce eggs for
by the end of the
been BFL’s mission. We believe God wants us to
sustainability and nutrition), an irrigation system to
month (a used one
be relevant, practical and effective in reaching
grow short-term vegetables year round, plumbing
will cost us about
our communities and spheres of influence for
for houses in the farm community and funds to
$15,000) and an
Christ.
enable us plant 100,000 pineapples in five acres of
additional $20,000
Apart from our efforts in church planting,
land!
to
invest
in
the
discipleship and leadership, two aspects that
History has proven that ‘dreaming’ alone is not
farm
have become a huge part of our work are a special
enough. A better Africa will only emerge if we work
needs school in Douala that was started to meet the
tirelessly on behalf of the next generation by turning
needs of our now six-year-old son suffering from autism
dreaming into doing.’ Thank you in advance for joining us in
and many other children like him. The school is now evolving into
‘turning dreaming into doing’ and positioning Bread For Life
a model all-inclusive school that ministers to both neuro-typical
towards sustainability.
and neuro-diverse children and their families; the other is, a
Serving Him with you,
demonstration farm started among the marginalized Baka Pygmy
enclave of Loussou in the Eastern part of Cameroon.
With the right investment, both projects could soon become
Ernest
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< Our school teachers with
our youngest children in our
model all-inclusive school that
ministers to both neurodiverse and neurologicaltypical children from all walk
of life.
> Entrance to our
sustainable teaching and
demonstration farm.
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I N T E R N AT I O N A L

Celebrating 23 years of Passing on the Bread!

In T heir Own WORDS

When Giving Helps

By Stan Jackson

The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When a man found it, he hid it again,
and then in his joy went and sold all he had and bought that field (Matthew 13:44).

“T

here’s millions in it,” said Dahlonega Mint assayer Dr. M. F. Stephenson from Mark Twain’s The
American Claimant. The quote was later adapted to the phrase, “There’s gold in them thar hills.”
When we invest, we often look at the long-term record of a business or commodity. When
we give, we often look to the immediate need or situation. In Jesus’ parable in Matthew 13, the
treasure was hidden in an untapped, forgotten resource that masked the true value of the field.
In Africa, that field is often seen as fallow or barren. The very lack of development disparages
others from considering it. Careful examination, however, reveals there is gold in them thar hills!
This was the recent observation of my son, Daniel, and I as we visited two different “fields” in
Cameroon on our recent short-term mission trip.
Our kids perform for parents and guests at the
In Douala, Ray of Hope Academy was one such reassure hidden in a field. In speaking with staff,
end of the year ceremony
their enthusiasm for serving children both with and without special needs within was a wonder.
Participating in the commencement ceremony and seeing the children’s joy and hearing them
sing about Jesus was a great privilege to share. Investments in
classroom infrastructure and materials are the “currency” necessary
to buy these treasures hidden in the hearts and minds of tomorrow’s
leaders. The love of Christ must be shown through both audacious
giving and hands extended in short-term missions trips. These trips
are orchestrated to equip that teaching/ leading and develop in the
Our son and three others graduates from
missionaries
a heart to not only give but cry out to the Father for a
kindergarten to first grade
greater harvest!
At Beulahland Farms, Daniel and I worked side-by-side with the
laborers to clear fields, vision the future, and communicate the eternal
riches of the Gospel. The Bread For Life leadership team in Dimako,
Daniel Jackson and my son Nathan with
are “young and hungry” men of God crying out for wisdom, favor,
his cousin Joel.
and resources to serve the Baka Pygmies and other tribes of the region
the Gospel of Hope; to present a tangible gospel that touches
the whole man. This sustainable project incarnates a gospel of
deliverance from the darkness of despair. Moving from the despair
Stan Jackson delivers the
of unemployment, ignorance, and ethnic division into Gospel hope
commencement address at
for a new life, with new skills, and new jobs to provide both daily
our school
bread and a new community of peace and joy.
Giving helps, investment is important but audacious, the
worshipful breaking of alabaster jars (Matthew 26:7) is like the man
who finds gold in them thar hills and sells all he has to buy it.
Let’s examine, invest, and give to projects that have not only
Dr. Tita, our project coordinator shows Stan and
sustainable potentials but have hidden treasure. Such fields contain
Dr. Remer around the farm
precious, raw materials that the Spirit transforms into pure gold---the hearts, minds, and souls of men, women, and children.
Pouring out your resources to education, training, and the
development of souls in Douala and Dimako are two fields which
contain great treasures. I challenge you to come and see; Pray
Stan and my son catch a bike
and give. Break your alabaster jar and find that Jesus is well
taxi, we need two bikes for
pleased with your act of worship!
the farm at $1,000 each
Stan Jackson served as a board member of BFL for about 8 years before stepping down. Stan
has made five trips to Cameroon since 2006. His most recent was in June with his 19 year old son,
Daniel. Stan also rejoined the board of BFL. Stan has served as a pastor, a journalist and as an
assistant warden in the largest prison in Missouri before retiring. Stan is married to Christina and
they have two grown children.

We start each day at the farm with devotion and prayer

BRIDGING THE GAPS. CHANGING MINDSETS. TRANSFORMING OUR CULTURE...to the standard of Christ!

